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NEWS IN BRIEF



EVENTS



BRITISH AEROSPACE AGM
The action began with a die-in outside the 

AGM with blood being splashed all over the 
forecourt. Inside CAAT (Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade) organised questions to the board. 
George Galloway MP, accused Chief Executive 
Dick Evan of trying to murder Saudi dissident 
Mohammed al-Masari. An activist then tried to 
make a citizens arrest under the 1969 Genocide Act 
forbidding aid or conspiracy to commit genocide 
referring to the outrages occurring in East Timor. 
This was ignored and the activist was 
unceremoniously thrown out.

After this there was a rush at the stage as other 
activists attempted to mount the podium and meet 
the board. Some eggs were thrown and two people 
locked on. Security waded in and began to remove 
people. There were reports of heavy-handed 
treatment including activists being beaten up in the 
lift. Activists were also photographed by Security. 
Contact CAAT 0171 281 0297.

SEEDS OF HOPE
The three women who smashed up the Hawk 

back in January, along with one other woman who is 
charged with conspiracy, are still being held on 
remand. A video they produced has been used in 
court and included scenes from the Dili massacre and 
is rounded off with a plea from an East Timorese 
woman “please stop your commercial relations with 
Indonesia if you are really human” after which the 
courtroom remained in stunned silence. A ten minute 
adjournment was then announced by the magistrates. 
It was supposed to have been used as evidence for the 
prosecution but it seems as though it may have 
backfired. Please write letters of support to the 
women c/o Seeds of Hope-East Timor Ploughshares, 
Box S, 55 Queen Margaret’s Grove, London N1 4PZ 
or call 0171 923 9511 for any info.

STOP THE HAWKS
Whenever it is publicly announced that the 

first Hawk war planes have left for Indonesia, there 
will be a protest and civil disobedience outside 
parliament on the following Thursday in solidarity 
with the people of East Timor. There is in place a 
Rapid Response Network for people that are 
willing and able to come into London for the 
protest, the contact no is 0171 281 0297 or for more 
general info please call 01865 714 036.

FRESH AIR NOW
FAN brings together EF!ers and Pedestrian 

groups. We tackle pollution in a holistic manner, 
campaigning on traffic, incinerators, air travel and 
green spaces. We place the blame of Manchester’s 
pollution firmly on the city council, we also believe 
local communities should be empowered to ignore 
the council. Fresh Air Fortnight (FAF) was two 
weeks of direct action to place pressure on the 
Town Hall before local elections, making pollution 
the political issue.

The Green Party and independents stood in all 
the wards demanding Fresh Air Now and we used 
NVDA as an election tool. FAF was launched from 
the back of a double decker bus, an attempt was 
made to get on the roof of the local council leaders 
house, our own cycle lanes were laid over parked 
cars, and a piece of derelict land was reclaimed in 
Mosside and with the help of over 200 local 
residents a football pitch and permaculture plot 
were put together, despite legal action by the 
council. There was also a critical mass, a new 
pedestrian crossing appeared, an alternative careers 
fair was held and we helped our badger friends find 
a new home in the Town Hall (hide and seek for 
several hours), as well as a conference on the 
environmental impact of Air Travel out at the 
airport. We went to the camps on the route of the 
M66 and on the last day we climbed on the roof of 
the Town Hall.

Daily for two weeks the council felt the force 
of public concern where it hurts - in the press at 
election time. The leader of the council has now 
resigned (of course we cannot take the credit) and 
it looks like we are getting a new ‘Boss’, one that 
takes the environment and our health seriously. 
Please contact us on 0161 274 4665.

AVON RING ROAD
Still no need for direct action against the Avon 

Ring Road Stage II, part of the largest local 
authority road scheme in the country. The roads 
have so far been delayed by over one year due to 
campaigning by a few individuals but construction

could start at any time. Activists and funds needed 
as always. You can contact SCRAPPIT on 01225 
481448.

NEWBURY UPDATE
Work on route is limited to erection of cattle 

fencing and archeological ‘watching briefs’. The 
cutting winds of Newbury ensure that fencing is 
falling almost as fast as its erected. Security on 
route has been reduced to less than three hundred 
and further lay-offs are expected. The recent find 
of a medieval site was hailed by the Highways 
Agency as a major success. ‘We wouldn’t have 
found it without the bypass’ they said! The site just 
south of Reddings copse was only ‘discovered’ 3 
years ago. Too bad the inspector at the 1988 public 
enquiry couldn’t take it into account in arriving at 
a decision. A 100 acre gravel pit, solely for bypass 
aggregates has been given the go ahead by 
Berkshire County Council. The pit is just north of 
Rickety Bridge, home of the endangered 
Desmoulin’s whorl snail, strange no 
Environmental Impact Assessment was carried out 
- watch out for a judicial review.

There is still the possibility of (Belated) 
European intervention. The European Ombudsman 
is duty bound to report back by the end of this 
month, and politicians of the European 
Commission, who refused to refer Newbury’s case 
to the European Court should be quaking in their 
boots remembering what happened to the Tarmac 
offices. There are now nine camps just off route 
including a ‘diggers’ community that has been set 
up at Gotan, be prepared to camp and come self 
sufficient. There’s no Glastonbury this year so why 
not come down.

A phone, fax and junk mail blockade of the 
Highways Agency and Costain continues. Costain 
are suspected to ‘win’ the Newbury contract and an 
announcement is expected in the next two weeks. 
When leafing through your Sunday paper, why not 
complete applications for book club membership, 
language courses, gifts, etc for the Highways 
Agency’s Newbury Team: Steve Rowsell, Adrian 
Slack, Alan Odey and Graham Rainbow at Broad 
Street, Birmingham, B15 1BL or Rodger Jones 
(Contracts Director) and Steve Hall at Costain, 
Costain House, Nicholson’s walk, Maidenhead, 
Berkshire, SL6. As well as this the elves have been 
out in force trashing fences and tunnelling away 
through the night.

Around the country groups are being asked to 
start considering actions on Costain’s offices, 
construction sites, etc. Tuesday 21st May is set for 
a day of action. This summer promises to be a busy 
one in Newbury. Call 01635 550552 for the 24 hr 
information hotline or 01635 45544 for general 
inquires.

Please send me the next twelve copies of the EF! Action Update, here is my minimum contribution of £5 (£6 for 
International). Don’t send cash, make cheques payable to Earth First! Donations above £5, for those who can afford it, 
enable us to reply to enquiries and give free subscriptions to prisoners, libraries, grassroots and community groups etc. 
Please send more if you can. Fake names are better for security, and also postal orders are more secure than cheques.
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Die-in outside the British Aerospace AGM.
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EARTH FIRST! GATHERING
The Earth First! Gathering in Wales was an 

amazing success, with over three hundred people 
coming for all or part of the week. The feelings of 
solidarity that even the hardest cynics felt made the 
gathering worth doing for that reason alone, not to 
mention the skills that were passed on, discussions 
had and future directions and activities considered 
and planned.

An important part of the Gathering’s success 
was the number of new people who turned up and 
became involved, which hopefully is a sign that 
we will break out of the ‘alternative’ ghetto. There 
were people and groups present from various 
European countries including Germany, Holland 
and the Czech Republic, as well as activists from 
Australia and the USA.

The weather was good all week and the site 
and surrounding countryside were beautiful, 
providing a much needed energy recharge for many 
people. It is hoped that the minutes from the 
discussion groups and workshops will be collated 
together at some point in the near future, for people 
to have access to and read, but in the mean time if 
you would like to know anything specific that 
happened at the Gathering leave a message on: 
01749 812665 making it clear it is an enquiry about 
the Gathering or contact: 0171 561 9146. Finally, 
much respect to the people that got the Gathering 
together.

INTERNATIONAL EARTH NIGHTS
The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has called 

for International Nights of Action from 12 - 14th 
July purely directed towards the liberation of other 
species of the earth, who are being regarded as 
non-species by the way that they are treated, either 
through torture or their habitats and numbers being 
decimated.

They call on all Animal Liberation Groups in 
every country to come together on these nights and 
to target those who are perpetuating this carnage 
and suffering. No matter what the target, be it 
vivisection labs, fur farms, hunting firms, whaling 
nations, live exports, etc. the ELF are calling for all 
people to come together and get the job done. They 
say that only by hitting all at once can we really 
send the message home that it is time for all the 
cages to be open, and respect for those who have no 
voice. As always the ELF calls for no injury to life, 
just to profit.

LYMINGE FOREST
At Lyminge Forest in Kent the RANK 

organisation are pushing ahead with their plans to 
build a holiday village with construction due to 
start in October. This large development will be

built on over one thousand acres of ‘officially’ 
protected forest, wood and farmland which is part 
of the North Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.

This packaging of wild nature into a leisure 
commodity will devastate the countryside, and 
introduce thousands of cars into the area every day, 
with the usual accompanying development of roads 
and pollution, into the area. South East England 
will also lose one of it’s few remaining refuges for 
an unusually rich diversity of wildlife, some of 
which is quite rare, while RANK’S 4,000 daily 
visitors will be free to further destroy the forest’s 
ecology - if we let them.

The Flat Oak Society is calling on people to 
come to Kent and help protect the forest. Direct 
Action is likely to start around the 1st August and 
people are needed to help set up a camp and defend 
it from the developers. For more information 
contact The Flat Oak Society on: 01227 463368.

LEICESTER STREET PARTY
Leicester streets were reclaimed on Sunday 9th 

June. People met up in Victoria Park and were led 
to the scene of the crime, where four tripods had 
been erected (in only three minutes) blocking the 
main A6 London Road into the city centre. A 
sound system was set up, children’s paddling pool 
filled, comfy chairs, banners, balloons, flapjacks, 
fire jugglers, water fights and loads more things 
appeared. Three hundred people joined in, dancing 
in the heat of the midday sun.

The party continued for three hours until 
police moved in and forcefully rounded up the 
crowd and pushed them back towards the park. Six 
people were arrested and charged with obstruction 
of the highway. Abuse was shouted at the police as 
they became forceful.

The day was a huge success, with everyone 
enjoying themselves and for many it was an 
introduction to the anti-car resistance. Local press 
covered the issue, making it headline news, with 
the local paper describing the party as a ‘radical 
family affair’ and bringing the issues to a wider 
audience.

The scene is now set for Leicester Reclaim 
The Streets II which will be even bigger and better 
-watch this space for more details or even better 
get involved in helping with the next one by calling 
LEAF on: 0116 255 3223.

YOUNG LIONS EARTH FIRST!
Young Lions Earth First! in South Africa had 

a roadshow which travelled all the way through the 
country as well as going on to visit five 
neighbouring countries.

With an old Kombi and a pick up truck twelve 
of them set out with barely enough money for,

petrol and with a small PA, an Earth First! flag and 
about 1,500 pamphlets (which they had taken from 
the internet and translated into Xhosa, Zulu and 
Sotho) explaining what Earth First! is about. They 
drove to townships and played music and displayed 
the flag to draw attention to themselves, and soon 
they had a lot of young people at the kombi 
enjoying the music and dancing. They then talked 
to them about their immediate environment - 
shacks, garbage, water pollution and trees cut down 
for firewood. Ignore all the stories about crime, 
rape and pillage that the papers are stuffed with, 
they said that people were friendly and wherever 
they went they were offered food and a place to 
stay as well as money to help fund the rest of the 
trip!

In Egoli (white South Africans call the city 
Johannesburg, they call it Egoli which means ‘the 
place where gold is found’) they split up, with one 
group travelling up to Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe, and the other to Botswana. They had to 
keep a pretty low profile in all the three other 
countries that they visited, for political reasons, but 
still managed to speak to many people. Contact 
Young Lions EF! PO Box 27491, Greenacres, 6057 
South Africa. E-Mail - 101356.2535@compuserve.com.

PORL Y YNYS 
(PEOPLE OF THE ISLAND)

The fight against Celtic Energy’s destruction 
of the Welsh valleys continues, with work on all 
sites steadily progressing. Work at Selar Farm is 
about to commence with the removal of the old 
slag heap from the last opencast mine. This heap 
sits above the translocated watermeadows moved 
from the Selar site by Celtic Energy. These 
watermeadows are likely to be destroyed by the 
heaps’ move and radical gardeners are urgently 
needed to replant this slag heap, as well as other 
‘reclaimed’ land. The idea for the Selar site is to 
turn it into the largest art gallery in Europe. They 
are calling all artists, of any sorts, who would like 
to do installations concerning ecological issues, to 
come down and help decorate the site.

Nanthelen has only two inhabitants now, so 
please come up and join them. They live next to 
two working sites and planning permission for an 
extension plan is due on the 19th July. Planning 
permission is also expected for the Tir Dafydd site 
in Ammanford in the near future. This is a brilliant 
site, but nobody is living there at the moment, so if 
you are able to, come down and start a camp.

There is also a safe site in Llannelli in the heart 
of Celtic Energy’s ground. The site is owned by a 
friend and is old Forestry Commission Land and 
needs re-planting. The address is Bregllwyd 
Quarry, Court Wood, Pembray, Wales. For more 
information contact: 0468 32829 or 01792 475882.



GENETIC ENCLOSURE: THE ULTIMATE COMMODIFICATION OF LIFE




